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What is Standardization and Why is it Important?

Assessment of a 
FSIO’s ability to 

interpret and apply the 
FDA Model Food 

Code.

Promotes  uniformity 

Among FSIOs within 
an agency, and

Among  regulatory 
agencies.

Reduces FBI by 
focusing inspections 
on Risk Factors over 

GRPs

One of FDA’s Office of 
Retail Food Protection 
national priorities and 

core services.



How is Standardization 
Achieved?

• FDA Procedures Manual
• Criteria for eligibility
• Performance areas assessed
• Methodology 
• Inspection equipment 

requirements
• Roles of standard and candidate
• Standardization maintenance
• Re-standardization criteria



Standardization 
Process



FDA Internal 
Standardization for RFS

• FDA Standards
• 2 National Standards: Policy 

& Implementation
• 3 Associate Standards: RFS 

on implementation team
• Responsible for 

standardizing and re-
standardizing RFS

• Follow requirements in FDA 
Standardization Manual

• Re-standardize every 3 years



FDA Standardization Program

• FDA RFS standardize ~ 2 FSIOs in each state

• Current Procedures Manual

• Current Food Code

• 8 initial, 6 re-standardization

• Re-standardize every 3 years

• Maintenance requirements
• Attend FDA Seminars 
• Conduct 5 standardization per year
•  5 Risk Control Plans/Training per year
• 20 hrs. continuing education every 36 months



FDA Partner 
Standardization Programs

• Program Standard #2
• Similar to FDA standardization
• May conduct 4 inspections
• May use own regulations / 

policies / compliance & 
enforcement / forms / SOPs

• May use FDA as standard or 
other

• Re-standardization every 3 
years

• If not standardizing others - 
every 5 years



Thank you


