
Connecting Farms and 
Schools in Virginia

Farm to School Produce Safety Pathway



Current Barriers Pilot Approach 

• Sustainable and streamlined 
pathway for small produce 
farms.

• Provide training, technical 
assistance, and on-farm 
inspections to strengthen 
produce safety practices.

• Support farms seeking to 
enter school markets.

Expected Outcomes

• Expanded market 
opportunities for small 
farms.

• Increased connections 
between farms and local 
school nutrition programs.

• Replicable framework and 
best practices for broader 
state adoption. 

Project Overview
The Virginia Farm to School Produce Safety Pathway establishes a coordinated, statewide approach that leverages existing 
On-Farm Readiness Review (OFRR) tools, FDA’s FSMA Produce Safety Rule (PSR) inspection approach, and Virginia 
Cooperative Extension (VCE) training network to help farmers meet school food safety standards and access school markets 
that do not require full GAP certification.

• School procurement policies 
and food safety 
requirements create 
uncertainty for growers 
seeking to sell locally. 

• Associated costs and 
administrative requirements 
with GAP certifications 
present a significant hurdle 
for smaller-scale growers.



Framework outline: 
How the Pilot Process Works 
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Pathway Milestones



PROMOTION OF MARKET 
OPPORTUNITIES

Pairing trained and inspected F2S Farms 
with local procurement programs.

Hosting meet-and greet events between 
farms and School Nutrition Professionals

Growing farm to school partnerships 
through webinars, meetings, and 
conferences





Additional Goals and Targets

1. Farm growth and economic opportunity 
 Key mission of the Agency
 Expand domestic market growth and access for very small farms and expand Virginia agriculture

2. Advancing Farm to School Initiatives
 Farm to School initiatives continue to receive support from multiple state agencies and the 

National Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA).
 The General Assembly established the Farm to School Program Task Force in 2026 to advance 

multiple strategic objectives.

3. Increase school food access and alignment with Federal Nutrition Initiatives 
 Embraces MAHA initiative 
 Reducing Chronic Disease Through Better Nutrition

 The MAHA Strategy relies heavily upon FDA’s nutrition program to help Americans build better diets and reduce the toll of 
diet-related diseases such as diabetes, obesity, heart disease, and certain cancers. 

Additional Goals and Targets



Additional Goals and Targets   Questions?

Nicole Salinas 
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

Produce Safety Program
Nicole.Salinas@vdacs.virginia.gov

540-684-4048 

mailto:Nicole.Salinas@vdacs.virginia.gov
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