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Dr. Rajiv Saini

Graduated from Harvard Medical School

Clinical Ops Expert

Research Focus- Oral Systemic Health

Research Impact-170+ Research Publications

Published Author: 05 Books

Scientific Background with Industry Leadership

Top 2% in World of Science- Stanford University

2



Presentation Overview 

Overview of 
Tattoo Aftercare 

Industry

Healing Dynamics 
and Formulation 

Choices

Compliance, 
Safety, & 

Regulation

Strategies for 
Stakeholders

Discussion 
Questions 
Feedback
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Overview of Tattoo Aftercare Industry
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How Big is the Tattoo Industry? 

$4.5B+ 25K+

3 in 10 
Adults 
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Changing Face of Tattoo Industry

TATTOO AFTERCARE PRODUCTS

STIGMA ARTWORK MAINSTREAM CANCER CARE6



TATTOO AFTERCARE 
PRODUCTS 

Intersection
of 

Regulations

Art to Public Health

Product Safety

FDA Compliance

Consumer Protection

Ingredients Quality

Environment Safety
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Why this Topic Matters to AFDO?

Tattooed Skin: Altered Skin + Immune Response

Tattoo Regulations: Equipment Sterilization
                      Ink Safety
                      Artist Licensing
    

What about Tattoo Aftercare Products?
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Skin Dynamics  

1in219M Skin Cells | 300 Sweat Glands 
20 Blood Vessels | 1000 Nerve Endings
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Tattooing: A Controlled Skin Puncture
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What Makes Tattoo Aftercare Products Go Wrong? 
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 Plastic Wraps 

• Seal the wound
• Trap heat and moisture
• Create an anaerobic 

environment
• Prevent oxygenation
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Thick Balms
• Cross Contamination
• Sticky, not preserved
• Trap dirt and bacteria in the pores
• Made with synthetic ingredients and some seed oils16
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Fragrances & Dyes

• Artificial Chemicals

• Delayed Hypersensitivity

• Allergic Contact Dermatitis

• Rash | Itching | Blistering
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Alcohol Products

• Short term sterilization
• Cytotoxic
• Slow Re-epithelization
• Increased Peeling

Antiseptic Soaps
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Petroleum Products + Skin

• Seal the Skin
• Oxygen Tension
• Mineral Oils
• Microbial Growth

 Petrolatum
   Panthenol
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Cellular Level

• Denaturing proteins and 
dissolving lipid membranes. 

• Extremely cytotoxic to 
regenerating cells like 
keratinocytes and fibroblasts. 

• These are the very cells 
responsible for closing the 
wound, rebuilding the dermis, 
and forming a smooth 
epidermal barrier.

• Alters the skin’s mantle layer.
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Alcohol

Healing Challenges! 

kills bacteria

Causes stinging, burning, and irritation.

Delays re-epithelialization by damaging 
viable tissue.

Increases skin dryness, which can lead 
to excessive peeling or cracking.

Potentially destabilizes pigment particles, 
leading to uneven color retention.
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Allergic Reactions

Post-Tattoo

Mild to moderate allergic 
contact dermatitis.

Allergic reactions 
compromise the pigment.

Ingredient transparency, 
product claims and labels.
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Tattoo Aftercare 
Products

Formulation is the 
Key

Lowest effective concentration

Avoid known irritants (like mango extracts) 

Avoid allergens (like synthetic menthols)

Avoid “cosmetic fluff” (like essential oils)

Aftercare products are not beauty products!
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Lidocaine
(Regulated Use)

• 4% Permissible Dose Limit
• Formulation with Safety
• Stress Free Sessions
• Responsible Usage
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Tattoo Aftercare Products: Key Challenges

Over Drying Under 
Hydration Microbes

Trapped 
Irritants pH Imbalance Cross 

Contamination
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TATTOO AFTERCARE PRODUCTS

The Minimalist Formula
Avoid Chemicals Ingredients

• New Variable
• New Potential for Allergic Reaction
• Microbial Instability
• Compromised Skin Compatibility
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Tattoo Aftercare 
Responsible 

Business

Registered with MoCRA

Manufacturing Responsibility
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Sea Salt in Tattoo Aftercare Products
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PROPERTIES Red Sea Salt Sodium Chloride
(Table Salt)

Natural Minerals and 
Elements 80+ 02

Evaporation + Sun Dried YES NO
Organically Harvested YES NO
Aligns with Human Saline 
System YES NO

Chemically Refined & 
Processed NO YES

Heated to Extreme 
Temperatures NO YES

Produced Commercially NO YES
Environmental Impact NO YES
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Tattoo Aftercare
Products

Divided Market

Variations in Tattoo Aftercare 
Instructions 

Diversity of Tattoo Aftercare Products 

Understanding Hygiene Protocols

Hand Hygiene

Understanding Skin
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Gold Standard in 
Tattoo Aftercare 

Industry

Industry's First 

Premium Natural Ingredients 

No Dyes & Fragrances

Professional Feedback 

First Pro-Team Ever Developed
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Gold Standard in 
Tattoo Aftercare 

Industry

Sustainable Packaging (Bag-in-Can)

First Foam Soap Antibacterial (BZK not 
Alcohol)

Quality Control | GMP | UL Audited 
(Third Party)

All Made in the USA

Extended Shelf Life: Real-Time Studies 
(Stability)
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Role of Tattoo 
Artist

Documentation 

Release Form for any liabilities 

General Liability Insurance 

State and Health Licensing 

Safety and CE 

Blood borne Pathogens Certification 

Mandatory Aftercare Instructions 
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Education 
&

Awareness

Studio Toolkits

QR coded Handouts

Regulator Industry Collaboration

Consumer Facing Campaigns
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Moving Forward

Ingredient 
Literacy

Quality 
Assurance 

AFDO MoCRA 

Industry 
Leader’s 

H2Ocean

39

TATTOO 
AFTERCARE 
PRODUCTS



Thank you

Eddie Kolos: Eddie@h2ocean.com   Dr. Rajiv Saini: Rajiv@h2ocean.com
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Right tattoo aftercare products ensure a safe healing process! 
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