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A Path to Protecting Public Health
How to Build a Body Art Program



Body Art Addressed in our Body Art Model Code (BAMC)

•Body Piercing

•Tattooing

•Cosmetic Tattooing

•Branding

•Scarification

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Depending on your jurisdiction, what you can and need to regulate may vary. Before we get into the presentation, I want clarify when I say “body art” I mean piercing, tattooing, cosmetic tattooing, branding, and scarification as defined in the 2024 BAMC.
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Industry PartnershipsSound Regulations Knowledgeable
Inspectors

Key Components for an Effective Body Art Program

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Key Components of an Effective BA Program
-Sound regulations
-Knowledgeable Inspectors
-Industry Trust



Sound Regulations

•Body Art Model Code
• Created with input from EH and 

industry professionals

•Annex to the Body Art Model 
Code
• Scientific rationale and support 

for Code requirements

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When building a body art program, it’s important to start with sound regulations. It was created, and updated, with input from EH and industry professionals. The BAMC is available to be used as a resource when you’re developing, or updating your body art codes.

First published in 1998, the BAMC was created as a guidance document for jurisdictions that were starting to develop regulations in response to the growing practice of body art. 
​​
Updated by NEHA’s Body Art Committee in 2019 with a commitment to consistent updates moving forward. Associate Annex providing scientific rationale ​

Following through on that commitment, the BAMC was updated by NEHA’s Body Art Committee in March of this year with  the updated Annex to be released this summer. As the only comprehensive model code that addresses current body art practices and public health risks, the BAMC is an essential resource for environmental health programs. ​

​







BAMC Update Process

1st Public
Comment Period

Body Art Committee 
Reviewed Change Requests 

2nd Public
Comment Period

Updated BAMC 
Released

Body Art Committee 
Reviewed Change Requests 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The BAMC is created with the goal of states and local jurisdictions adopting the Code, so collecting public comments is a crucial part of the update process. 

During the first public comment period (we received 227 change requests (content & grammar). 
Our first public comment period was six months Jan-June 2022). Our Body Art Committee started reviewing change requests as they were received. CRs were submitted through NEHA.org. 

We updated and released the draft BAMC and held our second one-month public comment period in November of 2023.

After we finish reviewing the second round of public comments, the Code was updated and released in 2024.





BAMC Review Structure

1. Change request submitted

2. Change request reviewed by subcommittee

• Subcommittee discusses and provides recommendation

3. Change request reviewed by BAC

• BAC discusses and votes on final decision

4. Change request review is complete

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Talk through review structure)

During this update, we’ve reviewed change requests that are not easily fixed. When this happened, we’ve developed workgroups that are charged with developing a solution to bigger issues of the Code. For example, Cosmetic Tattooing, currently referred to as ‘Permanent Cosmetics’ in the Code, is often not recognized as tattooing. This misconception that cosmetic tattooing isn’t a body art procedure, isn’t permanent, doesn’t pose the same public health risks, etc. has let to an issue of under-regulation and misinformation. The new Code needed to be updated to reflect the current industry standard, where tattooing and cosmetic tattooing were regarded under the same “tattooing” umbrella. Thus, the “Cosmetic Tattooing” workgroup was formed. ​



Major Updates to the 2024 BAMC

•Definitions

•Cosmetic Tattooing

•Regulated Waste

•Documentation Requirements

•Requirements for Premises

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you consider, as start updating your regulations, I want to bring to your attention the major updates made to the 2024 BAMC.  Address what that may mean for different jurisdictions.

Definitions  
We received 53 Definition change requests and have added over 15 new definitions to the Code.   
Cosmetic Tattooing definition  
“Permanent Cosmetics” definition is removed from the Code and the new term, “Cosmetic Tattooing” is under the “tattoo” definition 
Waste Requirements  
The biomedical waste requirements have been updated to be applicable to waste generated in a body art facility. The terminology has been updated to “Biohazardous Waste, Regulated Waste, and Municipal Solid Waste” in the Code. 
Benefits of these changes: 
There won’t be a need for facilities to dispose of waste into red bags unless they’re capable of releasing blood or OPIM when compressed. 
Code will no longer include the term, “medical.”  
Facilities will be able to categorize most of their waste under, “Biohazardous Waste.” This definition still acknowledges the fact that there is blood and OPIM on the items to be disposed, but doesn’t recognize it as a safety hazard that warrants special treatment during disposal. Biohazardous waste is underneath the umbrella of municipal solid waste. 
Section Six: Facility Documentation Requirements  
The documentation requirements for clients and requirements for premises have been consolidated to one section of Code, with common terminology developed to eliminate confusion. 
Section 8 of the 2019 BAMC, “Records Retention” has been combined in this section 
Section Thirteen: Requirements for Premises 
Re-arranged sections and updated requirements 






BAMC Resources

NEHA Body Art Committee

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We have built what we call a body art ‘program in a box’ based off the BAMC. There are several resources to support you as you work to adopt, and enforce body art regulations.

Not only will you benefit from the comprehensive, common-sense regulations developed in the Code, you will have supplemental resources and documents to help you along the way.

(briefly talk about each as they appear)

In addition to the Code, So, why adopt the BAMC instead of developing your own regulations? 



Knowledgeable Inspectors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second component of an effective BA program is knowledgeable inspectors. It’s easy to understand why it’s so crucial to have knowledgeable inspectors. Building industry trust and building rapport, conducting risk-based inspections, correctly interpreting the intent of regulations, and standardizing inspections throughout the jurisdiction all depends on inspectors understanding the “why” behind what they’re regulating. 

But how do you get there? Through training, and other on-the-job resources. In the video on the next slide, you’ll hear from industry and regulatory members of our Body Art Committee talking about why Body Art Facility Inspector Training is so important and why it must be built in to any effective body art regulatory program





Body Art Webinar Series

Inspector Resources

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you’ve developed regulations, how do you ensure inspectors are informed and ready to conduct risk-based body art inspections?

(briefly about each NEHA Resource as they appear)
BAFIT
BA Newsletter (specific BA topics each quarter)
Job aids
BA webinar series
NOTE: Mention the “Body Art Blueprint: A Guide for Health Inspectors in Adopting Model Codes” as the real-life examples from inspectors from Michigan and Georgia on how they utilized the BAMC in their jurisdiction.



Body Art Facility Inspector Training (BAFIT)
•Infection control

•Risk-based facility inspection 
simulation

•In-person equipment demonstrations

•BAMC body art procedures

•Communication

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next training will be delivered July 14-15, 2024 in Pittsburgh, PA, before our 2024 AEC. The cost is $349 for NEHA members and $449 for non-members. 

Goals:
Standardize training​

Build understanding​

Protect public health​

Introductory-level 

Risk-based​

Topics:
Establishment and personnel requirements
BAMC body art procedures​
Recordkeeping requirements​
Procedure set-up and break-down
Public health risks​
Communication
Infection control​
Equipment review​




Industry Partnerships

•Industry organizations

•Community engagement

•NEHA Body Art Committee
• Multiple perspectives
• Common terminology
• Current events

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Though it’s important inspectors have an understanding of body art practices and safety, disease and injury prevention, all that knowledge doesn't help if there isn't productive communication between inspectors and artists.​ It is crucial to develop relationships with industry professionals in the community. Collaboration with industry should start at the inception of your body art program and should be ongoing. Including industry in the process of developing regulations and timelines together will make implementation straightforward and less stressful. 

There are several industry organizations that can assist with this process, and we have additional resources I’ll share on the next page. 

Our BAC has prioritized industry participation and perspectives to play an equal part in initiatives and decisions. Because of this, our resources, including our BAMC, better protect public health because they’re attainable regulations. The ability to looking at issues from different perspectives has been invaluable while developing standardized resources. These perspectives were a result of a collaborative and curious group of industry and regulatory individuals who come together with the common goal of protecting public health and ensuring safe body art practices.

Industry also provides perspectives and insight on terminology, how to best ensure community engagement, best times for inspections, new instruments and equipment, and other events going on in the field. The value and importance of industry partnerships cannot be understated. 
 




APP | APT | SPCP

Partnering with Industry Professionals

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(briefly about each NEHA Resource as they appear. Some of these are advice, covered in more detail in the BAMC adoption toolkit)

BAFIT
Communication module, equipment demonstration and mock inspection
Created, and delivered by industry experts
Invitation to provide input on regulations
Industry can help provide input on regulations. Their perspectives on what regulations are attainable, or applicable, will help develop a sounder code. There may be things you, as a regulator, wouldn’t consider. Opening the floor to multiple perspectives will help ensure the code is all-encompassing. 
APP, APT, SPCP 
Industry organizations can help jurisdictions get linked to resources, industry representatives, and direct technical assistance and guidance for BAMC adoption.
BAMC Plan Review Checklist
Develop a clear application and plan review process. Industry can provide input on what works best for them with compliance, inspection times, etc. 
Talking with Industry
Learn what is important to industry – start conversations about regulations and start early
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Industry PartnershipsSound Regulations Knowledgeable
Inspectors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Summarize the three key components that were covered



Getting Involved

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BAC Membership – September application
BAFIT in July
Webinar Series – invite to present on topics
Newsletter


NOTE: will just touch on these points and how to find more information
Newsletter: Updates on new resources, body art initiatives, events, etc.​




www.neha.org/body-art

Body Art 
Newsletter 

Sign-Up

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you enjoyed this presentation and are interested in staying up to date on NEHA's body art initiatives, consider subscribing to our quarterly newsletter.

(Keep this slide up – Thank participants for their time and take questions)
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