State of Ohio — Department of Health

The following provides the State with the authority to obtain records and documents
necessary for the determination of consumer food purchases during investigation of
foodborne illnesses within their jurisdiction. Questions regarding specific situations,
the documents that can be requested, or the statutory citations listed should be
directed to the authorized State agency. You may access contact information for the
state agency on the Directory of State and Local Officials webpage at:
http://dslo.afdo.org

Ohio Revised Code
§ 3701.14 paragraph A: 3701.14 Special duties of director of health.

(A)The director of health shall investigate or make inquiry as to the cause of disease or
illness, including contagious, infectious, epidemic, pandemic, or endemic conditions,
and take prompt action to control and suppress it. The reports of births and deaths, the
sanitary conditions and effects of localities and employments, the personal and
business habits of the people that affect their health, and the relation of the diseases of
man and beast, shall be subjects of study by the director. The director may make and
execute orders necessary to protect the people against diseases of lower animals, and
shall collect and preserve information in respect to such matters and kindred subjects
as may be useful in the discharge of the director's duties, and for dissemination among
the people. When called upon by the state or local governments, or the board of health
of a general or city health district, the director shall promptly investigate and report upon
the water supply, sewerage, disposal of excreta of any locality, and the heating,
plumbing, and ventilation of a public building.
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