
 

State of Colorado – Department of Public Health and Environment 
 

The following provides the State with the authority to obtain records and documents 
necessary for the determination of consumer food purchases during investigation of 
foodborne illnesses within their jurisdiction.   Questions regarding specific situations, 

the documents that can be requested, or the statutory citations listed should be 
directed to the authorized State agency.  You may access contact information for the 

state agency on the Directory of State and Local Officials webpage at:   
http://dslo.afdo.org 

      
 

Colorado Revised Statutes - Title 25 Health 
 
§ 25-15-102 Epidemic and communicable diseases--powers and duties of 
department- (1) The department has, in addition to all other powers and duties imposed 
upon it by law, the powers and duties provided in this section as follows:  
(a)(I) To investigate and control the causes of epidemic and communicable diseases 
affecting the public health. 
(II) For the purposes of this paragraph (a), the board shall determine, by rule and 
regulation, those epidemic and communicable diseases and conditions that are 
dangerous to the public health. The board is authorized to require reports relating to 
such designated diseases in accordance with the provisions of section 25-1-122  and to 
have access to medical records relating to such designated diseases in accordance 
with the provisions of section 25-1-122 .   (II) Except as otherwise directed by executive 
order of the governor, the department shall exercise its powers and duties to control 
epidemic and communicable diseases and protect the public health as set out in this 
section.      

 
§ 25-1-122. Named reporting of certain diseases and conditions - access to 
medical records - confidentiality of reports and records.  
(1) With respect to investigations of epidemic and communicable diseases, morbidity 
and mortality, cancer in connection with the statewide cancer registry, environmental 
and chronic diseases, sexually transmitted infections, tuberculosis, and rabies and 
mammal bites, the board has the authority to require reporting, without patient consent, 
of occurrences of those diseases and conditions by any person having knowledge of 
such to the state department of public health and environment and county, district, and 
municipal public health agencies, within their respective jurisdictions. Any required 
reports must contain the name, address, age, sex, and diagnosis and other relevant 
information as the board determines is necessary to protect the public health. The board 
shall set the manner, time period, and form in which the reports are to be made. The 
board may limit reporting for a specific disease or condition to a particular region or 
community or for a limited period of time.   
(2) When investigating diseases and conditions pursuant to subsection (1) of this 
section, authorized personnel of the state department of public health and environment 
and county, district, and municipal public health agencies, within their respective 

http://dslo.afdo.org/


 

jurisdictions, may, without patient consent, inspect, have access to, and obtain 
information from pertinent patient medical, coroner, and laboratory records in the 
custody of all medical practitioners, veterinarians, coroners, institutions, 
hospitals, agencies, laboratories, and clinics, whether public or private, which are 
relevant and necessary to the investigation. Review and inspection of records shall be 
conducted at reasonable times and with such notice as is reasonable under the 
circumstances. Under no circumstances may personnel of the state department of 
public health and environment or county, district, or municipal public health agencies, 
within their local jurisdictions, have access pursuant to this section to any 
medical record that is not pertinent, relevant, or necessary to the public health 
investigation.   
(3) Any report or disclosure made in good faith pursuant to subsection (1) or (2) of this 
section shall not constitute libel or slander or a violation of any right of privacy or 
privileged communication. 
(4) Reports and records resulting from the investigation of epidemic and communicable 
diseases, environmental and chronic diseases, reports of morbidity and mortality, 
reports of cancer in connection with the statewide cancer registry, and reports and 
records resulting from the investigation of sexually transmitted infections, tuberculosis, 
and rabies and mammal bites held by the state department of public health and 
environment or county, district, or municipal public health agencies shall be strictly 
confidential. Such reports and records shall not be released, shared with any agency or 
institution, or made public, upon subpoena, search warrant, discovery proceedings, or 
otherwise, except under any of the following circumstances: 
(a) Release may be made of medical and epidemiological information in a manner such 
that no individual person can be identified. 
 


