State of California — Department of Public Health

The following provides the State with the authority to obtain records and documents
necessary for the determination of consumer food purchases during investigation of
foodborne illnesses within their jurisdiction. Questions regarding specific situations,
the documents that can be requested, or the statutory citations listed should be
directed to the authorized State agency. You may access contact information for the
state agency on the Directory of State and Local Officials webpage at:
http://dslo.afdo.org

California Health and Safety Code

§ 120125: The department shall examine into the causes of communicable disease in
man and domestic animals occurring or likely to occur in this state.

§ 100325: The department shall cause special investigations of the sources of
morbidity and mortality and the effects of localities, employments, conditions and
circumstances on the public health and the department shall perform other duties as
may be required in procuring information for state and federal agencies regarding the
effects of these conditions on the public health.

§ 100330: All records of interviews, written reports, and statements procured by the
department or by any other person, agency, or organization acting jointly with the
department, in connection with special morbidity and mortality studies shall be
confidential insofar as the identity of the individual patient is concerned and shall be
used solely for the purposes of the study. The furnishing of this information to the
department or its authorized representative, or to any other co-operating individual,
agency or organization in any special study, shall not subject any person, hospital,
sanitarium, rest home, nursing home, or other organization furnishing this information to
any action for damages. This section shall not apply to general morbidity and mortality
studies customarily and continuously conducted by the department that do not involve
patient identification.

§ 110140: For purposes of enforcement of this part, any authorized agent of the
department may, upon presenting appropriate credentials and at a reasonable
time, do any of the following:

(b) Inspect any factory, warehouse, establishment, vehicle, or place, and all pertinent
equipment, raw material, finished and unfinished materials, containers, and labeling in
the factory, warehouse, establishment, vehicle, or place. In the case of any factory,
warehouse, establishment, or consulting laboratory in which any food, drug, device, or
cosmetic is manufactured, packed, or held, inspection shall include any record, file,
paper, process, control, and facility that has a bearing on whether the food, drug,


http://dslo.afdo.org/

device, or cosmetic is adulterated or misbranded, or falsely advertised within the
meaning of this part or whether it has been or is being manufactured, packed,
transported, sold, or offered for sale in violation of this part.

§ 110155: An authorized agent of the department shall have access to all records of
carriers in commerce relating to the movement in commerce of any food, drug, device,
or cosmetic, or the holding of that food, drug, device, or cosmetic during or after the
movement, and the quantity, shipper, and consignee of the food, drug, device, or
cosmetic. Evidence obtained under this section shall not be used in a criminal
prosecution of the person from whom it is obtained. The carrier shall not be subject to
the other provisions of this part by reason of their receipt, carriage, holding, or delivery
of any food, drug, device, or cosmetic in the usual course of business as carriers.
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