
The Wheel House    
Photo by: Imthaz Ahamed on Unsplash 

 

Basic or Entry Class Wheels: 

FDA’s Retail Program Standards Webpage: 

https://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/RetailFoodPro

tection/ProgramStandards/ucm245409.htm 

Product Description: The resource, your user manual and 

start-up guide.  Includes an introduction to the standards, 

definitions and instructions on enrolling, expectations, what 

the Standards are (all 9 of them), what you need to “meet” 

them, a list of who’s enrolled, who’s met what standards, lots 

of contact information.  You’ll use the page sooner or later. 

FDA’s RPS: “Information about”: Webpage: 

https://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/RetailFoodPro

tection/ProgramStandards/default.htm 

Product Description: Links about news, accomplishments, 

crosswalks and the Clearinghouse Work Group.  Find 

information to help sell the concept and the benefits of 

enrollment.  Find answers to questions and data.  Find your 

FDA Retail Food Specialist and a listing of enrollees that can 

help you along the way. 

Find colleagues that are willing to share tools, guides 

and help you succeed. 

FoodSHIELD: 

https://www.foodshield.org/member/ee/ 

Product Description: Discussion forum and sharing site.  

Professsional colleagues from across the nation post 

templates, tools, guides, discuss issues and solutions.  

Membeship required (but free).  Need a spreadsheet to track 

training for Standard 2 – find it here; a FTE calculator for 

Standard 8 – find it here. 

Think Reddit for Food Safety Pros:  visit 

https://www.foodshield.org/join-

registration/membership/ and follow instructions to 

register and join the conversation. 
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Grant/Funding Wheels: 

AFDO’s Retail Program Standards Grant 

Program: 

http://foodsafetygrants.org/retailstandards/ 

Product Description: Grant Application Portal, and so much 

more: includes instructions on how to enroll, grant funds 

available, how to apply, project ideas, what’s been done, and 

who’s been doing it. 

NACCHO Mentorship Program: 

https://www.naccho.org/programs/environmental-

health/hazards/food-safety/mentorship 

Product Description: program description/overview, 

testimonials, participant list, resources (tools and templates 

created), guide to getting started, sharing sessions, and a 

resource center, what’s been done and who has been doing it. 

Professional Colleagues & Network: 

Product Description:  Most everyone enrolled is vested in 

everyone else’s success.  We’ve borrowed plenty and are 

happy to share.  Build your network & reach out.  Contact 

enrollees listed on the FDA’s page.  Ask your FDA Retail Food 

Specialist for help or contacts.   

You can always reach out to me, I will be glad to help anyway I 
can:  Gary.Coggins@vdh.virginia.gov.  I will share grant 
application templates, tools developed and borrowed, try to 
point you to other resources. 
 

Examples of what’s out there: 
 
Standard 1: Regulatory Foundation:  

 2014 Alexandria Food Code (Alexandria Department of Health, 
VA) 

 Oklahoma Food Code (Tulsa City-County Health Department, 
OK) 

 
Standard 2: Trained Regulatory Staff: 

 Affidavit (St. Louis County Health Department, MO) 

 Field Training Manual (Fairfax County Health 
Department, VA) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Standard 3: Inspection Program Based on HACCP Principles:  

 Disposition Sheet (Tulsa City-County Health Department, OK) 

 Food Establishment Inspection Form (River Stone Health, MT) 

 
Standard 4: Uniform Inspection Program:  

 NC Marking Instructions (Wake County Env. Services, NC) 

 Quality Assurance Program (City of Vineland HD, NJ) 
 

 

And, more – something for each standard is out there…. 

Gary Coggins 
LHD Manager 
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