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Objectives

• Become familiar with the Partnership for Food Protection’s Quick 
Start Food Emergency Response Job Aids and how to use them



I know what you’re thinking…





You’ve got the PFP Quick Start Job Aids!



Partnership for Food Protection | Quick Start Job Aids

• Walks you through tasks at initial 
stage of foodborne outbreak or food 
emergency

• Easy-to-follow flow diagrams

• Covers communication, 
coordination, and planning among:

• Epidemiologists

• Laboratorians

• Environmental Health/Regulatory 
officials



Basic steps immediately after initial notification



Create an action plan



Provides simple reminders of concurrent steps

Epi

Summarize case 
patient information

Identify potential 
sources of Illness & 
modes of 
transmission

Environmental Health

Summarize food 
vehicle information 

Assess food 
operations & 
identify potential 
hazards

Lab

Assess capability & 
capacity for testing

Conduct tests, 
review quality 
control & report 
results



Focuses on communication & coordination

• Prepare to discuss your findings and actions

• Identify method of information sharing with multi-
disciplinary investigation team

• Prepare to discuss communication plans

• Assess resources and request assistance if necessary



Simple preparedness task list

• How do notifications come in and 
from where?

• Do you have contacts for all these 
notification groups? And contacts for 
groups you’ll be coordinating with?

• Are staff properly trained? 

• What resources are available if your 
agency is stretched beyond 
capacity? How do you ask for help 
and from whom?



Acknowledgements

Developed by members of the PFP Surveillance, 
Response, and Post-Response Workgroup



Go to the FDA’s Partnership for Food Protection website

• Subscribe to PFP updates by email

• Access all the resource documents 
developed by PFP

• Get involved – join a workgroup!



Thank you!

Carrie Rigdon

carrie.rigdon@state.mn.us

651-201-6453

Ensuring the integrity of Minnesota's food supply | www.mda.state.mn.us


